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According to the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, there are 70.8 million forcibly displaced people
worldwide. This astronomical population is composed of 41.3
million internally displaced people, 25.9 million refugees, and
3.5 million asylum seekers. International migration is an
international challenge that must be placed at the forefront of
the global policy agenda. This includes an aspect that is
frequently neglected, integration. As rates of displacement and
migration have increased, thus have rates of xenophobia and
hate crimes. This research project seeks to underline the impact
municipal refugee integration programs have on combatting
ethno-nationalist sentiment in Poland.

Evidence






Poland has undergone a discursive shift that is defined as
“…a macro level concept that denotes the framing of public
discourse and the ultimate change in public perception or
understanding”
In the 2015 and 2019 elections, the PiS party utilized a
rhetorical tool known as topos of difference and a public
disinformation campaign to cast refugees, immigrants, and
asylum-seekers into the singular category with the same
needs and long-term aspirations
Poland has approximately 38.5 million inhabitants with only
220,000 thousand foreign citizens (approximately 0.5% of
the total population)

Do municipal refugee integration programs in the Polish
cities of Warsaw, Gdansk, and Lublin measurably reduce
PiS-incited ethno-nationalist sentiment as evidenced by
hate crime statistics and other proxy data?

Public Opinion Results of Poles
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Research Question
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Do you agree that Poland should accept some of the refugees
coming from the Middle East and Africa to Europe?
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Methods
An ethno-graphic survey found that sub-Saharan
African refugees are the most affected by hate
crimes at 43%, followed by 18.5% of Ukrainians,
and 8% of Muslims
A substantial increase in those who either
moderately or strongly disagree with the
statement depicts how refugee resettlement is
becoming an increasingly polarized issue
The data fitted with a trend line shows a positive
linear increase. 2015 is considered an outlier and
extraneous value most likely associated with the
refugee community’s distrust of the PiS party
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introduction of external bias
 This article was hindered as there was limited resources
associated with the scope of this narrow inquiry
 Proxy data critical to the of understanding the effectiveness
of municipal refugee integration systems was not able to be
obtained or gathered prior to the deadline of the project

Future Research
 Future research should concentrate on a macro-level
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comparison of Central and Eastern European countries who
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utilize municipal integration programs
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 Micro-level analysis could be completed upon the collection
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OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights

The above data was collected from Polish Public Opinion Research Center’s
reports completed in 2015, 2017, and 2019. Respondents were given five
answer choices: strongly agree, moderately agree, moderately disagree,
strongly disagree, and don’t know.

scholars and organizations in Poland in order to mitigate the
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 An attempt was made to primarily gather information from

Hate Crime Data Report OSCE-ODIHR
Number of Hate Crimes Recorded By
Police

Introduction

The above data was compiled by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights.
Forecasted hate crime incidents reported are expected to increase.
Poland suffers from severe underreporting of hate crimes.

Conclusion

 Additional ethno-graphic research involving both resettled
refugees and Polish citizens should be conducted
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